Electronic Resources Access Task Force Recommendations

Statement added to the EREC Charge (approved at LAC Jan 10, 2008):

As recommended by the Electronic Resources Access Task Force (2007), the Electronic Resources Evaluation Committee (EREC) will evaluate potential high-quality free websites to be easily accessible to patrons via the Electronic Databses list.  EREC will create a mechanism for Allegheny County librarians to suggest websites and EREC will use the following criteria to add or remove databases on a bi-annual basis. 

Selection Criteria
·  Accurate: Citations or bibliographies available? Few typos and grammatical errors?
· Current:  Recently created or updated? Few broken links?
· User-friendly: Easy to find your way around the site? Pages load quickly? 
· Suitable for a public library audience: Content geared toward the general public rather than scholars? 
· Authoritative: Reputable author or sponsor identified? Contact information available?
· Objective: Information free of emotion or personal bias? Viewers not persuaded toward a particular viewpoint?
· Comparable: Comparable to other websites and databases in the same subject area? 
· Substantial (quantity of information): Sufficient number of topics covered? Topics covered exhaustively?
· Presentable (quality of presentation): Legible text? Quality graphics appropriate to the subject matter? Good graphics-to-text ratio?
· Non-commercial: Few ads, blinking ads, pop-ups, etc.? Site itself not primarily a platform for selling merchandise?
· Long-lasting: Site has been in existence for an extended period of time?
· Unique: Information on the site that is not available anywhere else?
· Valuable: Would you would be willing to pay for the site content if there were a cost?
· Accessible: ADA compliant (scalable text sizes, hidden text tags for images, row and column headers for tables, etc)? Registration not required? Special plug-ins not required?
· Popular and useful: Site fills a need that patrons have repeatedly expressed?
· Searchable: Site content is searchable or a good site map is provided?
· Critically successful: Site recommended by professionals? Site has won reputable awards?
Suggestion Form. Timeline:  February 2008

A suggestion form will be added to the eiNetwork member’s website to allow consortium library staff to suggest a useful free website. 

List of Websites being added to Find It!  Timeline: February 2008
1. MedlinePlus

2. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

3. Allegheny County

4. Allegheny county Bar Association

5. Better Business Bureau

6. State of Pennsylvania

7. Kelley Blue Book

8. Peterson’s

9. Internet Movie Database

10. Wikipedia

11. Firstgov

12. IRS

13. Healthfinder.gov
14. Cyndislist.com

15. FamilySearch

16. Kovels (if requiring registration is not an issue)

17. Census.gov

18. Amazon
19. CIA World Factbook
20. Library of Congress/Worldcat
21. Consumersearch.com

22. Yahoo Finance

23. How Stuff Works

24. Funology

25. National Geographic

Format for Free Websites in Find It!
Biography & Genealogy
Research Databases        

Ancestry Library
Biography Reference Bank
Biography Resource Center

Related Websites            
  Cyndi’s List

Family Search
Electronic Databases Added to the OPAC.  Timeline:  March 2008
· 13 EREC and 42 POWER Library Databases will be added as bibliographic records in the OPAC.  
· This will provide users with an additional access point and more visibility of these valuable resources.  
· A new material type may be added so that users can limit their search.  

· Carnegie Library has developed the guidelines for adding these to a Union Catalog.  

· Carnegie Library will complete this piece of the project.
