Charge for Electronic Resources Access Taskforce
Although much of the Allegheny County library collections and many commercial electronic resources are available to library patrons and staff through The Catalog and library websites, the wealth of free resources from trusted parties is fugitive in nature although the potential value to library users could be considerable.  

The Electronic Resources Access Taskforce will explore the various types of electronic resources that potentially could be made available and evaluate the various means of access (The Catalog, federated searching, library websites, etc.)  The Taskforce will recommend categories of resources that will enhance users’ access to information and provide the methodology to enter and add these resources.  That template or methodology will have short-term and longer-term implications.  The timeframe of eight months is designed to demonstrate quick successes (e.g., ensure that some set of such resources is made available to the public) while acknowledging that additional resources would continue to be added over time.

This taskforce will include both public service, collections, and technical service expertise such that the resources might be identified as well as recommendations regarding the method of access.   

Deliverables

· Categories of electronic resources for initial focus and recommendations regarding initial access improvements
· Implementation plan for “quick hits” and a plan for sustainability
· If necessary, creation of MARC records for resources recommended for Catalog access.

· Proposal for federated search system updates for resources recommended for such access.
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