Catalog Front-End Taskforce

Objective:                                                                                                                                                                    This Taskforce is charged to provide evaluate new front-end search technologies for The Catalog experience.   

 Products such as 
Background:
The eiNetwork Board wishes to evaluate catalog search technologies (e.g. Encore, Aquabrowser, etc.) to improve the patron’s searching experience.   CLP is currently piloting Encore (a III product) from their public website.   The eiNetwork Board has set aside some budget ($50,000) for implementation of such technology (assuming RAD funding remains at the budgeted level).   The taskforce is charged to: 
1. Develop a short list of products worthy of evaluation.
2. Review the feedback from the CLP pilot. 
3. Examine and evaluate implementations of the short list of products by reviewing implemented websites and contacting the libraries if approved.   
4. Review the technology architecture of the products on the short list.
5. Recommend a potential product for implementation consortium-wide. 
Timetable:
Provide a status report to both the Steering Committee and Technology Group.  Provide draft recommendation by mid-April.   

Taskforce Members
· Mary Theobald (Robinson)
· Meghann Gardner (Sewickley)
· Rob Kalchthaler (Bethel Park)
· Debi Ryder (ACLA)
· Kelley Beeson (ACLA)
· Sam Taylor (Northland)
· Ryan Hughes (CLP)
· Trina Brown (CLP)
· Bonnie McCloskey (CLP)

